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WARWS BLAWD SPILLERS

Yn wreiddiol tŷ annedd a safai yma.
Ond wedi iddo losgi’n ulw codwyd
warws yn ei le. Ym mlynyddoedd cyntaf
yr ugeinfed ganrif cwmni Spillers oedd y
perchnogion. Byddai llongau ager y cwmni
yn cario blawd i Aberaeron o’u pencadlys
yng Nghaerdydd.

CWMNI LLONGAU POST

Sefydlwyd y Steam Navigation Company
yn y fan hon yn 1863. Ond tair blynedd
ar ddeg yn ddiweddarach, yn 1876,
aeth y cwmni i’r wal pan suddodd ei long,
y Prince Cadwgan, a’r Capten John Evans,
Tŷ Milford, wrth y llyw.

Sefydlwyd y Cwmni Llongau Post yn 1877.
Cario llaeth i Fryste oedd prif waith ei
longau ager. Roedd taliadau’n dal i gael eu
gwneud yn swyddfa’r Harbwrfeistr hyd at
fis Rhagfyr 1916 ac ymwelai llongau ager
â’r porthladd hyd at y 1920au.

Erbyn 1819, roedd pump o dai ar y cei.
Daeth dau ohonynt yn dai tafarn, sef Rhif 4
(yr Hope Inn) a Rhif 10 (y Swan Inn).

WARWS A IARD LO

Codwyd hwn tua’r flwyddyn 1840. Byddai
cerrig mân a glo yn cael eu storio yma
ynghyd â nwyddau cynhaliol y llongau
eu hunain.

O ymyl y cei, ger y Warws, arferai’r
Carriage Bach (yr ‘Aeron Express’)
groesi’r harbwr o’r 1880au hyd at y
1920au. Winsh-llaw fyddai’n tynnu’r
cerbyd o’r naill ochr i’r llall.

TŶ MILFORD

Codwyd Tŷ Milford ar safle ffermdy o’r
enw Aberaeron Isaf, a daeth yn enwog fel
cartref y Capten John Evans – dyfeisiwr
y Carriage Bach. Pwrpas y cerbyd oedd
sicrhau bod gweithwyr iardiau llongau a
melin llifio Traeth y De yn gallu cyrraedd
eu gwaith ar ôl i’r bont gael ei sgubo
ymaith gan lif yn yr afon.

Ryw ddeugain mlynedd yn ôl,
ymddangosodd llun Tŷ Milford mewn
cyfres o stampiau’r Post Brenhinol a oedd
yn dathlu pensaernïaeth wledig. Ers hynny
mae brodorion Aberaeron wedi ei ail-
fedyddio yn ‘Dŷ’r Stamp’. Ar un adeg
bu’r lle’n dŷ tafarn (y Milford). Bu’r tŷ
sy’n sownd wrtho (ar y llawr uchaf) yn
dafarn unwaith hefyd. Ei enw oedd
‘Ship on Launch’.

Pwll Cam yw’r enw ar yr harbwr mewnol
a’r maes parcio. Mae ffair wedi’i chynnal
yma ar Dachwedd 13 bob blwyddyn ers
dechrau canrif Victoria.

Sefwch ar ganol y bompren fawr sy’n
croesi i ochr ddeheuol yr harbwr a
throwch i wynebu’r tir mawr. Heol
Portland yw’r stryd sydd o’ch blaen.
Mae’r gwybodusion yn dweud mai’r tŷ
ar eithaf chwith y rhes hon – Tŷ Portland
– yw’r enghraifft orau o’r arddull Sioraidd
yn Aberaeron.

Wrth gerdded ar hyd y llwybr tua’r môr
fe welwch olion concrit glanfa ddeheuol y
Carriage Bach. Wrth i’r llwybr traed gwrdd
â’r lôn geir saif rhes fer o dai ag arnynt yr
arwydd Dôl yr Efail (Vulcan Place). Mae’r
Gymraeg a’r Saesneg yn ein hatgoffa mai

STORWS GYFFREDIN

Yn ôl pob sôn, dyma un o’r adeiladau
hynaf ar y Cei. Yn y bedwaredd ganrif
ar bymtheg, byddai’n cael ei ddefnyddio
i storio nwyddau a ddeuai i mewn o’r môr.
Yn ddiweddarach, dyma fadrodd y dre –
cartref dros-dro y meirw.

Pan grewyd yr harbwr codwyd carreg i
ddathlu’r gamp. Gydag amser diflannodd
honno. Ond yn 2007 codwyd replica ohoni
ac os cerddwch chi i ben y lanfa fe’i
gwelwch hi’n sefyll yno fel rhan o’r
lwc-owt.

I’r gogledd o enau’r harbwr cododd y
Parchedig Alban Thomas Gwynne res o dai
ar gyfer y gweithwyr adeiladu. Mynachdy
Row oedd yr enw swyddogol arni, ond
Bedlam Barracks oedd yr enw ar lafar.
Codwyd ysgol yno yn 1818, ond collwyd
y cyfan i’r môr tua diwedd yr un ganrif.

TŶ’R HARBWRFEISTR

Dyma’r adeilad cyntaf i’w godi ar y cei
newydd sbon, tua 1812. Oherwydd ei
daldra roedd hi’n bosib cadw golwg
arbennig ar smyglwyr. Tafarn o’r enw
y Red Lion oedd y llawr gwaelod hyd
at y 1950au.

LLWYBR ABERAERON
Croeso i Lwybr y Dre. Wedi’i agor gan yr Arglwydd
Elystan Morgan, sefydlwyd y llwybr hwn yn 2007 i ddathlu
daucanmlwyddiant deddf seneddol breifat a roddodd yr hawl
i’r Parchedig Alban Thomas Jones Gwynne, Arglwydd Maenor
Llyswen (a elwir hefyd yn Aberaeron) i greu’r harbwr.

Erbyn 1811 roedd William Green o Aberystwyth ac Edward Ellis,
Chancery, wedi cwblhau’r gwaith. Dyma ddechrau’r dre fel y gwelwn
ni hi heddiw.

Mae cyfres o blaciau wedi’u gosod ar adeiladau neilltuol drwy’r dre, a bydd map
Llwybr y Dre yn eich cyfeirio o le i le, gan gynnig i chi beth o hanes yr adeiladau
a’r dirwedd.

Cyn i chi ddechrau ar eich siwrne, gair neu ddau am bensaernïaeth y dre.
Mae rhai yn dweud bod ôl llaw John Nash i’w weld yn Aberaeron. Erbyn heddiw,
mae’n hysbys nad yw hynny’n wir. Yn nhridegau canrif Victoria cyflogodd y Cyrnol
Alban Gwynne – mab y Parchedig Alban Thomas Jones Gwynne – bensaer o’r
Amwythig o’r enw Edward Haycock i gynllunio’r rhan drefniedig honno o’r dre o
gwmpas y Cae Sgwâr. Roedd Aberaeron felly gyda’r dref gyntaf yng Nghymru i’w
chodi yn ôl cynllun cywrain a phendant.
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YSGOL BRYDEINIG

Agorwyd hon yn 1873 gan addolwyr
anghydffurfiol y dre. Eu cyfraniadau
gwirfoddol hwy ynghyd ag elw
cyngherddau lleol ac ati oedd unig
gynhaliaeth yr ysgol.

Ar eich llaw chwith y mae Eglwys y
Drindod Sanctaidd a agorwyd yn 1872.
Yn dilyn pensaernïaeth Edward Haycock
cafodd ei chodi ar safle ysgoldy a
sefydlwyd yn 1839 er cyfleustra teuluoedd
Saesneg eu hiaith. Ychwanegwyd y gangell
a’r tŵr rai blynyddoedd yn ddiweddarach.
Cafodd yr eglwys ei chwblhau, fel y mae
i’w gweld heddiw, yn y flwyddyn 1900.

Ar y ffordd fawr, trowch i’r dde gan ddilyn
y palmant hyd at Dŷ Portland. Codwyd y tŷ
hwn yn 1855 gan Benjamin Evans, ffarmwr
lleol a drodd yn marsiandïwr. Dyma
enghraifft o’r math o berson a oedd wrth
galon y dre newydd. Trowch i’r dde fan hyn
gan ddilyn y llwybr ar hyd glan yr afon.
Ymhen rhyw hanner canllath manteisiwch
ar y seddi sydd yno i segura a bwrw golwg
draw dros yr afon tuag at hen ardal
ddiwydiannol y dre. Cewch fwy o esboniad
wedi cyrraedd Plac 14.

Pan gyrhaeddwch y bompren (‘Pont y
Cariadon’), gallwch fyrhau’r daith wrth
groesi’r afon a dod ar eich union at
Blac 13.

I fynd ymlaen at Blac 11 yn hytrach na
chroesi’r afon, dilynwch y llwybr nes
cyrraedd Cae Ffynnon Win. (‘Ffynnon
Waun’ sydd ar yr hen fapiau).

BYTHYNNOD DOLHALOG

Mae’n debyg fod y tai hyn yn cynnwys tri
o anedd-dai hynaf y dre. Nid yw union
ddyddiad eu codi ar gof a chadw ond
mae’n weddol sicr bod preswyldai wedi
bod ar y safle hwn ers sawl canrif.
Mae’r bwthyn isaf yn esiampl dda o dŷ
clom – adeilad a godwyd o fwd ac a döwyd
â gwellt (sydd ynghudd bellach dan y to
sinc presennol). Roedd bythynnod o’r fath
yn gyffredin iawn ar un adeg ar hyd a lled
Dyffryn Aeron.

TOLLDY’R DE

Dywedir mai wrth Westy’r Plu, yng
nghanol y dre, roedd y glwyd hon yn
wreiddiol. Symudwyd hi er mwyn ei
gwneud hi’n anoddach i bobol osgoi
talu’r tollau. Does dim tystiolaeth
galed i gadarnhau’r stori hon.

Ar ôl mynd heibio i’r caeau chwarae ar
eich llaw dde, ar waelod Godre Rhiw Goch,
fe welwch adeiladau sy’n eiddo i’r Cyngor
Sir. Dyma lle y safai Gorsaf a Iard y
Rheilffordd gynt. Cyrhaeddodd y trên
cyntaf yn 1911, gan brysuro diwedd
Aberaeron yn borthladd o bwys. Prin
hanner can mlynedd yn ddiweddarach,
yn 1963, daeth bwyell enwog Beeching
ag ergyd farwol i’r lein. Erbyn 1965 roedd
y trên olaf wedi mynd.

Yr ochr draw i’r bont mae’r llecyn sy’n
dwyn yr enw Dolau Aeron. ‘Aberaeron
Uchaf’ oedd yr ardal hon i’r hen bobol.
Yn ôl tystiolaeth ymwelydd ag Aberaeron
yn y flwyddyn 1769, arferai tafarn sefyll yn
y fan hon. Mae’n debyg i’r drws gau mor
bell yn ôl ag 1815. Codwyd Dôlaeron - y tŷ
mawr a saif yma heddiw – yn 1852. Gam
neu ddau yn nes ymlaen fe welwch y
Neuadd Goffa a agorwyd ar Ebrill 1,1925.

yn y fan hon yr oedd cartrefi ac efail y
gofiaid a fyddai’n gweithio’r haearn ar
gyfer yr adeiladwyr llongau.

Wrth gerdded yn eich blaen fe ddewch
at dŷ mawr sy’n wynebu’r llain las.
Trelawney yw ei enw presennol ond y
Dolphin Inn oedd e’n wreiddiol. Cafodd ei
godi gan John Harries (Siôn Harri ar lafar)
a oedd yn berchen ar iard longau a safai
ar y traeth wrth ymyl y tŷ. Mae sôn am
ei gyfraniad ef a’i feibion i dreftadaeth
forwrol y dre ar y garreg a saif ar y llain.
Yn ôl y sôn, byddai Siôn yn talu’i weithwyr
drwy gil y ffenest fach sy’n wynebu’r
harbwr, gan obeithio y bydden nhw wedyn
yn troi tua’r drws ffrynt i gyflwyno’u
henillion yn ôl dros far y Dolphin Inn!

Yn 1966, yma yr ymgartrefodd Syr Geraint
Evans, y canwr opera enwog. Bu ganddo
gysylltiad hir ag Aberaeron ers dyddiau
ei fachgendod.

PWYSDY

Drwy gydol y 19eg ganrif yn yr adeilad
hwn y byddai calch yn cael ei bwyso.
Gerllaw fe welwch dwmpathau glaswelltog
– unig olion yr odynau lle y bydden nhw’n
llosgi’r calch â glo, slawer dydd.

Tu ôl i’r pwysdy mae tŷ o’r enw Neptune
- cartref Evan a David Jones, sef y teulu
arall o grefftwyr a oedd yn adeiladu
llongau yn Aberaeron.

STORWS ENID A IARD LO

Bu iard adeiladu llongau yn y lle hwn
hefyd. Bellach, dyma gartre’r Clwb Hwylio.

Yn y 1830au y datblygodd yr iardiau codi
llongau yma, ar Draeth y De. Parhaodd y
datblygiad drwy’r pedwardegau a’r
pumdegau cyn edwino’n sydyn ar ôl 1866.
Ym mhegwn deheuol yr ochr hon roedd
hefyd bwll llifio a melin lifio ager.

TOLLDY’R GORLLEWIN

Yn dyddio o dua 1813, dyma’r olaf o’r tri
thollty a godwyd yn Aberaeron. Yn 1843
ymosododd Merched Becca ar ddwy o
glwydi’r dre fel rhan o’r brotest eang
drwy siroedd y gorllewin yn erbyn Deddf
y Tlodion a thaliadau’r degwm a’r tollau.
Hyd yn hyn, nid yw’n bosib dweud pa ddwy
glwyd a ddinistriwyd.

Mae’r enwau Saesneg Greenland a
Newfoundland Terrace yn nodi dau
o gyrchfannau morwyr y dre gynt.

Cyn troi i’r dde i ddringo rhiw Panteg,
sylwch ar dŷ - ar y gornel gyferbyn â chi
- o’r enw Pengarreg Fawr. Cefn y tŷ sy’n
wynebu’r stryd, am iddo gael ei godi cyn
sefydlu’r ffordd fawr mae’n debyg. Yn y
1990au addaswyd yr hen dai-mâs yn
ganolfan crefftau. Mae’n werth treulio
sawl munud fach yn y fan hon yn craffu
ar ansawdd uchel y gwaith adnewyddu.
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GWESTY’R PLU

Codwyd y gwesty yn 1815 gan William
Lewes, sgweier Llannerchaeron. Yma yr
arhosai ynadon teithiol, ac yma hefyd y
cynhaliwyd llysoedd y Sesiwn Fach rhwng
1817 ac 1846 cyn symud i Neuadd y Dre,
yn Heol y Farchnad.

TLOTY ABERAERON

Agorodd y wyrcws hwn ar Fehefin 1, 1839.
Yn 1843, adeg terfysgoedd Becca, bu’n
gartre i filwyr y wladwriaeth. Erbyn y
Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf gwasanaethai’r lle fel
ysbyty dan faner y Groes Goch. Dyma
Ysbyty Lleol Aberaeron tan yn ddiweddar.

TOLLDY’R GOGLEDD

Dyma un o dri thollty Aberaeron.
Fe’i codwyd tua’r flwyddyn 1785.

YSGOL GENEDLAETHOL

Codwyd yn 1848 yn ysgol i’r eglwys.
Cartref Seiri Rhyddion y dre yw hi bellach.

Wrth ddychwel tua chanol y dre byddwch
yn mynd heibio i gapel Siloam, addoldy’r
Bedyddwyr, a godwyd yn 1878, ond gaewyd
flynyddoedd lawer yn ôl.

Wrth i chi droi i’r dde gydag ymyl y
Castle Hotel i Heol y Farchnad, sefwch ac
edrychwch ar y palmant. Yn y fan hon mae
carreg sy’n dynodi ffin y ddau blwyf y mae’r
dre’n eu rhychwantu, sef Plwyf Henfynyw
i’r de, a Phlwyf Llanddewi Aberarth i’r
gogledd.

NEUADD Y DREF

Yn wreiddiol, tŷ ffarm Aberaeron Ganol a
safai yn y fan hon. Codwyd Neuadd y Dre
rhwng 1833 ac 1845. Ar ddechrau’r gwaith
‘Neuadd y Farchnad’ oedd yr enw, ond
erbyn cwblhau’r adeilad roedd yr enw wedi
newid i ‘Neuadd y Dref’. Tua chefn yr
adeilad yr oedd carchar cyntaf Aberaeron.
Yr ochr draw i’r ffordd, o flaen Tŷ Ianthe,
y safai’r cyffion cyhoeddus. Ar un adeg,
ardal agored oedd llawr gwaelod y Neuadd.
Dyna lle yr arferid cynnal marchnad
Aberaeron a barodd hyd at yr ugeinfed
ganrif.

Gyferbyn â’r neuadd mae tafarn y
Monachty, enw sy’n ein hatgoffa o gartref
y Parchedig Alban Gwynne. Wrth i chi fynd
ymlaen tuag at Blac 21 byddwch yn mynd
heibio i dafarn y Cadwgan. Y Star of Wales
oedd ei henw gwreiddiol. Mae’r enw
‘Cadwgan’ yn cofnodi’r llong olaf i’w
hadeiladu yn Aberaeron.

Wrth edrych tua’r môr fe welwch Stryd
y Tabernacl, gyda Chapel y Tabernacl (ar y
llaw dde). Agorwyd y capel hwn gan y
Methodistiaid Calfinaidd yn 1833. Bu cryn
newid ac ehangu ar yr adeilad tua chanol
y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg gan
gynnwys, yn 1850, ychwanegu galeri ag
arni’r arysgrif: ‘Cofiwch y Morwyr’.

STORWS FAWR

Codwyd y storws hon, sy’n neilltuol o dal,
yn 1870. Ar un adeg bu cychod rhwyfo yn
cael eu hadeiladu yma.

BWTHYN Y LANFA

Yn ôl pob sôn dyma un o anedd-dai hynaf
y dre; ond ychydig iawn a wyddom am ei
flynyddoedd cynnar. Dywedir bod olion
pensaernïol y tu mewn sy’n dyddio o ganol
y 18fed ganrif. Ond mae hen frodorion y
dre yn mynnu bod y bwthyn dipyn yn hŷn
na hynny. Mae i’r lle hanes lliwgar gan fod
nifer o gymeriadau hynod y dre wedi byw
yma ar ryw adeg neu’i gilydd.

Diolch i chi am ymweld ag Aberaeron.
Gobeithio’n fawr i chi fwynhau’r wâc a
gwerthfawrogi’r crynodeb byr hwn o hanes
y dre.

Ar y chwith wrth i chi fynd i’r llwybr drwy
Parc y Fro fe welwch Glwb Chwaraeon
Aberaeron. Agorwyd y clwb tenis yn 1882,
dim ond saith mlynedd ar ôl sefydlu’r gêm
fodern yn 1875.

FFYNNON GOCH

Daw’r ‘coch’ o’r haearn sydd yn y dŵr yn
ei liwio ac yn ei wneud yn ddŵr iachus.
Codwyd to cysgodol dros y ffynnon yn 1881
a deuai ymwelwyr yma i yfed o’i dyfroedd.

ARDAL DDIWYDIANNOL

Yn yr adeiladau hyn bu gynt melin wlân,
efail y gôf tanerdy, gweithdy turniwr coed
a gweithdy saer olwynion. Ar un adeg
byddai pedair rhod ddŵr yn gwasanaethu’r
diwydiannau hyn. Sefydlwyd yr efail yn
1850, yn gyntaf i gynhyrchu crymanau ar
gyfer ffermwyr. Gydag amser daeth y lle i
enwogrwydd fel cartref Rhofiau
Aberaeron. Byddai blociau mawr o ddur
yn cael eu pwnio i siap unigryw Rhaw
Aberaeron gan fwrthwl oedd yn cael ei
yrru gan rod-ddŵr. ‘Y Mwrthwl Mawr’ oedd
enw’r anghenfil hwnnw drwy’r ardal gyfan.
(Ysbrydolwyd siâp placiau’r daith hon gan
batrwm Rhaw Aberaeron.) Byddai sŵn y
mwrthwl mawr yn atsain trwy’r dre i gyd.
Wrth iddo ddechrau pwnio byddai plant
yn rhedeg o bob cwr i weld Dafis y Gof
yn swingio ar gadair oedd yn hongian
o’r nenfwd er mwyn iddo fedru gweithio’r
metel poeth dan bwysau’r mwrthwl.

Bu’r ffatri wlân yn cynhyrchu dilladach a
charthenni hyd at 1950. Fel y soniwyd o’r
blaen, o’r ochr draw i’r afon y ceir yr
olygfa orau ar yr adeiladau hyn.

Ewch heibio i’r fynedfa at yr Ardal
Ddiwydiannol a sylwch ar enw’r ail dŷ ar
y chwith: Madras. Llong hwylio ag iddi
dair mast oedd y Madras, a brynwyd gan
David Jones a’i fab y Capten Evan Jones.
Amboina, Indonesia, oedd ei chyrchfan
wrth iddi hwylio yn llawn glo o Benarth ar
yr 8fed o Fawrth, 1891, dan gapteniaeth y
mab. Ni chlywyd yr un gair o’i hanes
wedi’r diwrnod hwnnw. Ar yr 8fed o Fawrth
1892 - flwyddyn yn gywir yn ddiweddarach

- cynhaliwyd gwasanaeth coffa am y 13
o forwyr o Aberaeron a’r un morwr o
Aberarth a gollwyd.

Un enghraifft yn unig yw Madras o’r llu
o dai yn y dref a enwyd ar ôl llongau a
adeiladwyd yma, neu a hwyliodd oddi yma,
neu a oedd dan ofal un o gapteniaid y dref.

Ar ganol y stryd, ar y dde i chi, fe welwch
Gapel Annibynnol Peniel, a godwyd yn
1833. Yn wreiddiol roedd y fynedfa y pen
arall – yn Lôn Peniel. Ond cafodd ei newid
er mwyn trio atal addolwyr a oedd yn
ymadael â’r oedfaon rhag mynd ar eu
hunion drwy ddrws cefn y dafarn gyferbyn.

YSGOL FORWRIAETH

Mae gennym wybodaeth am dair ysgol
forwrol yn ardal Aberaeron, gan gynnwys
y ‘Peniel Lane Aberaeron Commercial and
Navigation School’. Rhwng 1817 ac1864
roedd yr ail ysgol yn un o adeiladau’r Ardal
Ddiwydiannol a’r drydedd yn Henfynyw,
tu fas i’r dre.

Wrth gyrraedd pen Heol Gwyn fe welwch
adeilad amlwg Compton House, cartref
swyddfa’r post gynt. Yr ochr draw i’r hewl,
wrth fynedfa’r Cae Sgwâr, saif cerflun
newydd y Cob Cymreig.

I frodorion Aberaeron mae’r Cae Sgwâr
mor sylfaenol bwysig i’r dre ag yw’r
harbwr. Yn y gorffennol bu’r cae yn
gartref i rasys beics, eisteddfodau a
sioeau amaethyddol a hyd yn oed yn
stiwdio ffotograffydd. Heddiw mae’n
gyrchfan ar gyfer gemau pêl-droed,
y carnifal blynyddol a gwyliau, ffeiriau
a marchnadoedd amrywiol.
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SPILLERS FLOUR WAREHOUSE

Originally built as a house it was
reportedly destroyed in a fire.
A warehouse was erected in its place
and in the early 1900s was owned by
Spillers and used for the storage of flour
transported by steam ships from the main
outlet in Cardiff.

STEAM PACKET COMPANY

The Steam Navigation Company was
established here in 1863 but went into
liquidation when its ship the Prince
Cadwgan, captained by John Evans,
Milford House, was lost in 1876.
The Aberayron Steam Packet Company
was established in 1877 and ran steam
ships on the milk run to Bristol. Payments
were made at the harbourmaster’s office
until December 1916. Steam ships
continued to visit the harbour up until the
1920s.

By 1819 there were five houses on
Quay Parade; two were to become
taverns – No 4, the Hope Inn, and No 10,
the Swan Inn.

WAREHOUSE AND COAL YARD

Built around1840 and used as a
warehouse to store chippings, as well
as a ships’ chandlery and a coal wharf.

On the quay near this building was
where Carriage Bach, also known as the
Aeron Express, operated. It was an aerial
carriage propelled by hand-operated
winches, and was in use from 1880 up
until the 1920s.

MILFORD HOUSE

Originally the site of Aberaeron Isaf
(Lower Aberaeron) farmhouse this was the
home of Captain John Evans who built the
Carriage Bach to transport workers across
the harbour to South Beach where the
shipyards and his sawmill were situated,
after the main bridge was destroyed by a
flood.

Since 1970 Milford House has been known
locally as the Stamp House when it
appeared on a series of stamps of British
Rural Architecture. It was also at one time
a tavern known as Milford Tavern while
the house attached to it by the upper floor,
was once a tavern called the Ship on
Launch.

The Inner Harbour and car park are
known as Pwll Cam and an annual fair has
been held here on 13 November since the
early C19th.

As you cross the wooden bridge, stop and
look inland and notice the row of houses
in front of you, called Portland Place.
The best example of the town’s Georgian
style is considered to be the large house
at the left end of the row, Portland House.

As you walk along the footpath you will
notice the concrete remains of the landing
stage of Carriage Bach. At the join of the
footpath and the single track lane you
come to a row of three houses in Vulcan
Place. This was where blacksmiths lived
and forged fittings for the shipbuilders.

GENERAL STOREHOUSE

Thought to be one of the oldest buildings
along the Quay. In the C19th it stored
goods brought in by ship and was later
used as a mortuary.

When the harbour was first built a
plaque was erected to commemorate
its completion. In time it disappeared
but in 2007 a replica was erected and
if you walk to the end of the pier you
will see it on the lookout.

To the north of the harbour entrance,
the Reverend Alban Thomas Gwynne
built a row of houses for the labourers
employed in building the harbour,
called Mynachdy Row, though locals
named them Bedlam Barracks and in
1818 a school was built. All were lost
to the sea in the late C19th.

HARBOURMASTER’S HOUSE

This building was the first building to be
built along the new quay in about 1812.
The height of the building made it easy
to keep a lookout for smugglers.
The ground floor was a public house
and up until the 1950s it was known
as the Red Lion.

ABERAERON TOWN TRAIL
Welcome to our Town Trail which was opened in 2007,
by Lord Elystan Morgan, to celebrate the Bicentenary of
the passing of a Private Act of Parliament. This Act allowed
the building of the harbour by The Reverend Alban Thomas
Jones Gwynne, Lord of the Manor of Llyswen, also known as
Aberayron.

By 1811 William Green of Aberystwyth and Edward Ellis had completed
the work of constructing the harbour. This was the beginning of the town
of Aberaeron as you see it today.

The Town Trail map will show you the route to each plaque, while this guide gives
you a brief history of each building, as well as some of the landmarks you pass.

Before you start your walk, a word on the architecture you will see. It was thought
that Nash had a hand in the design of Aberaeron but that theory has been
disproved. Edward Haycock, an architect from Shrewsbury, was employed by
Reverend Alban Thomas Gwynne’s son, Colonel Alban Gwynne, in the 1830s to
design the planned part of town around Alban Square, in what was one of the
first planned towns in Wales.
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BRITISH SCHOOL

Opened in 1873 by the Nonconformists,
it was financed from voluntary subscriptions
and proceeds from local concerts.

On your left is Holy Trinity Church which
opened in 1872. It was erected on the site
of the old Chapel of Ease built in 1839 for
the English speaking families of the area
and designed by Edward Haycock. Holy
Trinity’s chancel and tower were added
later and the church you see today was
completed by 1900.

At the main road turn right and walk along
the pavement of Portland Place until you
come to Portland House which was built
by Benjamin Evans in 1855. He typified the
people who were making up the new town
of Aberaeron – a farmer, turned trader.
Turn right, walk alongside the river and
about 50 yards / 45 metres after the bridge
there are some seats. Sit a moment
and look over the river at the buildings
opposite, as this is the best view of the
Industrial Area. These buildings are
explained under Plaque 14.

When you reach the footbridge known
as Lovers’ Bridge you can shorten your
walk by crossing it and going straight to
Plaque 13.

To continue to plaque 11 keep walking
along the path alongside the river.
This path takes you through a field known
as Cae Ffynnon Waun, though known to
locals as Cae Ffynnon Wîn (field of the
wine well).

DOLHALOG COTTAGES

Here are believed to be three of the
oldest houses still standing in Aberaeron,
their exact date is unknown but it is
believed that dwellings have been on this
spot for some centuries. The lowest of the
cottages is a typical example of a mud or
cob built house with a thatched roof which
has now been covered by corrugated iron
sheets. This was a very common form of
construction in the Aeron valley.

SOUTHGATE TOLL HOUSE

This toll house was said to be originally
situated near the Feathers Hotel, in the
middle of town, but there is no evidence,
to date, to verify this.

Just past the playing fields at the bottom
of Vicarage Hill, on your right, you will
see a modern local government building
which stands on the site of the old Railway
station and yard. Opened in 1911 the
coming of the railway meant the decline
of the harbour of Aberaeron. The railway
was closed by Beeching’s Axe in 1963 and
the last train left in 1965.

On the other side of the bridge on your
left are buildings on the site called Dolau
Aeron in what was Aberaeron Uchaf
[Upper Aberaeron]. In 1769 the earliest
known reference by a visitor to an inn
at Aberaeron was made about the one
standing here. It closed in about 1815
and the large house called Dolaeron
was built in 1852. Carry on a short
distance until you come to the Memorial
Hall which was opened on 1 April 1925.

Walking on, you come to a house facing
the Green named Trelawney. Built as the
Dolphin Inn by shipbuilder John Harries,
better known as Siôn Harri. He and his
sons are mentioned on the plaque erected
on the Green in tribute to Aberaeron’s
maritime heritage. He had his shipyard in
front of the house and he used to pay his
employees from its side window, nearest
the harbour, hoping they would then enter
by the front door to spend their wages in
his inn!

Sir Geraint Evans, the world renowned
opera singer, had a long association with
Aberaeron from early childhood and made
Trelawney his family home in 1966.

WEIGH HOUSE

Between the years 1800 –1900 it was
used for weighing lime. The lime was
burnt with coal in the nearby limekilns.
The two grass-topped humps are the only
remains of the limekilns now to be seen.

Behind the Weigh House at the side of the
car park is the house Neptune which was
the home of the other shipbuilding family,
David and Evan Jones, who had their
shipyard here.

ENID STORES AND COAL YARD

Another shipyard was situated here,
but known as Enid Stores and Coal Yard.
This is now the headquarters of the
Yacht Club.

Shipbuilding yards developed in the 1830s
on this side of the harbour, known as

South Beach, and expanded throughout
the1840s and 1850s declining rapidly from
1866. There was also a steam sawmill and
a sawpit at the south end of South Beach.

WESTGATE TOLL HOUSE

In about 1813, this was the last of the
three Aberaeron turnpikes to be built.
In 1843 two of Aberaeron’s three toll
houses were attacked by Rebecca Rioters
protesting against the Poor Law and the
payment of tithes and tolls. However,
it has not been established which two
toll houses were attacked.

Note the names on this street, Greenland
and Newfoundland Terraces, indicating
some of the destinations of Aberaeron
mariners.

Before turning right, up Panteg Road,
notice on the opposite corner of Panteg,
the side of a big house called Pengarreg
Fawr. The back of the house faces the road
– apparently because it was built before
the main road was developed and hence is
facing “the wrong way”. The outbuildings
were restored in the 1990s and are now a
Craft Centre. A walk around the inner
courtyard of the centre shows the quality
of the restoration work.
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Today it is used for the annual carnival,
football matches, festivals, fairs and
markets.

FEATHERS HOTEL

This hotel was built in about 1815 by
William Lewes of Llanerchaeron and
patronised by visiting magistrates.
Petty Sessions were held here between
1817 and 1846 before moving to the Town
Hall in Market Street

ABERAERON POOR HOUSE

This workhouse was opened on 1 June
1839. During the Rebecca Riots of 1843
soldiers were billeted here. It was used
as a hospital in 1916 to treat soldiers from
the Great War and was known during that
time as the Red Cross Hospital. Until
recently it was Aberaeron’s Cottage
Hospital.

NORTHGATE TOLL HOUSE

Built in about 1785 this is one of
Aberaeron’s three toll houses.

NATIONAL SCHOOL

Built in 1848 as a national or church
school, it is now the Masonic Hall.

You pass on your left the old Siloam
Baptist Chapel built in 1878 but long
since closed.

As you turn right at the Castle Hotel into
Market Street stop at the corner of the
Castle Hotel and looking down you will
see a stone in the pavement. This stone
is the demarcation of the boundary of the
two parishes which divide Aberaeron.
To the south is the parish of Henfynyw
and to the north that of Llanddewi Aberarth.

TOWN HALL

Originally the site of Aberayron Ganol
(Middle Aberayron) farmhouse, the Town
Hall was built between 1833 and 1845.
In 1833 it was known as Market Hall but
by completion of the building in 1845 it
was known as the Town Hall. The first gaol

was situated at the rear with the stocks
on the opposite side of the road in front
of Ianthe House. The ground floor used
to have open arches and was used as a
market place with goods being sold here
well into the C20th.

Opposite is a pub called the Monachty,
named after Rev Alban Gwynne’s home.
As you continue towards plaque 21 you
pass the Cadwgan pub, which used to be
called Star of Wales, but is now named
after the last ship to be built in Aberaeron.

At the Cadwgan look down towards the
sea and you see Tabernacle Street and
on the right Tabernacle Chapel which
was opened in 1833 but underwent many
changes in the mid 1800s. In 1850 a
gallery was added, with the inscription
“Cofiwch y Morwyr” (Remember the
Sailors).

BIG STOREHOUSE

Built in 1870 and was at one time
used to build rowing boats.

PIER COTTAGE

This is said to be one of the oldest houses
in Aberaeron but its origins are unknown.
Inside, it reportedly has features of the
mid 1750s while other locals claim it is
much older. It has had a colourful history
with many of the characters of the town
at one time or another living here.

We hope you have enjoyed your walk,
together with this brief history, and thank
you for visiting Aberaeron.

As you enter the path leading through
Parc y Fro you see on your left, Aberaeron
Sports Club. The tennis club was opened
in 1882 just seven years after the
establishment of the modern game
in 1875.

CHALYBEATE WELL

Known in Welsh as “Ffynnon Goch”
(Red Well), so called because the water
was impregnated with iron. A circular
shelter was built over the spring in 1881
and visitors were encouraged to drink
the waters.

INDUSTRIAL AREA

Now private dwellings, these buildings
were the site of a woollen mill, a forge,
a tannery, a wood turner’s workshop
and a wheelwright. Four water wheels
served these industries.

The forge was established in 1850 to
produce reaping hooks for local farmers,
and then the famous Aberaeron Shovel.
Blocks of steel were hammered by
a large waterwheel-operated hammer,
known to everyone as Y Morthwyl Mawr,
into the unique shape of the Aberaeron
Shovel, which is the inspiration for the
shape of our plaques. The noise from y
Morthwyl Mawr could be heard around
town and when it started the children
would run to see Dafis y Gôf swinging
from a chair suspended from the ceiling
as he fashioned the hot metal under the
massive hammer.

The woollen mill continued producing
tweeds and blankets up until 1950.
As mentioned, the best view of these
buildings is from the other side of the
river.

Walk past the entrance to the Industrial
Area and note the second house on
your left called Madras. The Madras
was a 3-masted barque bought by the
shipbuilder David Jones and his son
Captain Evan Jones. On 8 March 1891,
captained by Evan Jones, it sailed from

Penarth loaded with coal for Amboina in
Indonesia, intending to trade there for the
next two years. No news was ever heard of
it again and a year later on 8 March 1892
a memorial service was held for the 13
Aberaeron and 1 Aberarth sailors who had
been lost. Madras is one of many houses
around town named after ships which
were built in or sailed from Aberaeron
or were captained by Aberaeron men.

On your right is Peniel Independent
Chapel, built in 1833. It originally had its
entrance at the back in Peniel Lane but
it was reversed to its present position in
Water Street to discourage worshippers
from exiting the chapel and entering the
tavern directly opposite.

NAVIGATION SCHOOL

The Peniel Lane Aberaeron Commercial
and Navigation School was one of three
known navigation schools in the area.
Between 1817 and 1864 a second was
based in the buildings of the Industrial
Area, and the third in Henfynyw.

At the end of Albert Street on the right
hand side there is a large building
called Compton House which was
once the town’s post office.

Opposite, on the Square Field side you
will see a statue of a Welsh Cob.

Square Field or Cae Sgwâr is, to many
locals, as integral to the town as the
harbour. It was, in the past, the venue
for cycle races, eisteddfodau, agricultural
shows, and a photographer’s studio.

16

15

14

13

22

19

18

17

20

21

Aberaeron Walk English:Layout 1 copy  7/11/07  11:56  Page 6



R
hi

fa
u'

r
P

la
ci

au
P

la
qu

e
nu

m
be

rs

P
ri

fL
w

yb
r

M
ai

n
tr

ai
l

Ll
w

yb
r

P
le

t
Sh

or
tc

ut

R
he

st
r

o’
r

llo
ng

au
a

ad
ei

la
dw

yd
yn

A
be

ra
er

on
Li

st
of

sh
ip

s
bu

ilt
in

A
be

ra
er

on

Er
co

fa
m

R
.G

ar
et

h
O

w
en

,a
m

m
ai

ei
de

ith
ia

u
ef

a
ys

br
yd

ol
od

d
Ll

w
yb

r
y

D
re

f,
ac

o
dd

io
lc

h
i'w

de
ul

u
am

eu
cy

fr
an

ia
d

ha
el

o'
iG

ro
nf

a
G

of
io

tu
ag

at
br

os
ie

ct
y

Ll
w

yb
r

a'
r

P
la

ci
au

.

In
M

em
or

y
of

R
G

ar
et

h
O

w
en

,w
ho

se
w

al
ks

in
sp

ir
ed

th
is

To
w

n
Tr

ai
l,

an
d

in
gr

at
itu

de
to

hi
s

fa
m

ily
fo

r
th

ei
r

ge
ne

ro
us

co
nt

ri
bu

tio
n

fr
om

hi
s

M
em

or
ia

lF
un

d
to

w
ar

ds
th

e
To

w
n

Tr
ai

la
nd

P
la

qu
es

P
ro

je
ct

.

Aberaeron Walk English:Layout 1 copy  7/11/07  11:56  Page 8


